latter visited him one day. "Read Timiryazev. Learn from
Michurin, Bear this in mind: to do a big thing., you must
be able to do a small one. Do a small thing, it will grow
big."
The autumn 1939 session of the Lenin Academy of Agri-
cultural Sciences of the U.S.S.R. was indeed an extraordi-
nary one. When the chairman called for the next paper to
be read, three schoolchildren stepped on to the platform,
one behind the other, two boys and a girl!
One of the boys, Gleb Derzhavin., related how he and
his schoolmate (he pointed to the other boy, Vanya Kuz-
netsov) had worked on the vegetative hybridization of eight
varieties of potatoes.
. . . Strong, stout potato stems with a violet tinge grow
out of the earth in pots. The operation is performed with
a razor. The day must be carefully chosen, and the hand
must not tremble. The skill of a surgeon is needed to make
the incision in the living body so as not to kill, but to create
life.
A top, cut to a wedge (only two strokes of the razor),
is inserted into the slit of the incised plant. In this care
must be taken that the "epidermis" (the skin) of the cutting
fits exactly the "epidermis" of the stem, otherwise the ducts
and the layers of rapidly-dividing cambium cells., the most
important living tissue in the stem, will not fit each other;
and the two organisms will not merge., will not become one.
Then the wound is bandaged.
- Now patience is needed. An unseen struggle between
the lives of two united bodies is raging prior to their be-
coming one life; a struggle between two varietal proper-
ties.
"What will the offspring be? New tubers under the "dual"
plant?
555